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KALAKBAY   
Kalakbay is a Filipino word which means “fellow traveller”.  Kalakbay (カラクバイ)』はフィリピノ語で『共に歩む人』という意味です。

On the occasion of the 
feast day of Blessed Justus 
T a k a y ama U k on l a s t 
February 3, 2021, the 
Gathering of he Filipino 
Groups and Communities 
(GFGC) and the Couples For 
Christ-Tokyo (CFC-Tokyo) 
with the support of the 
English Pastoral Ministry 
had celebrated a Mass to 
conclude its virtual novena 
for healing seeking his 
intercession. More than 80 
people had attended the 
Eucharistic celebration via 
Zoom that was presided by 
Fr. Edwin Corros. For nine 
days, the leaders of the 
said two groups, GFGC and 
CFC-Tokyo took turns in 
leading and animating the 
nightly rosary and novena.   
B l e s s e d J u s t u s 

Takayama Ukon according 
to historical records was a 
Ca tho l i c da imyo and 
samurai who lived during 
the Sengoku period, when 
C h r i s t i a n s w e r e 
persecuted. Taking a ship 
together with his family 
and relatives, he fled Japan 
and travelled to Manila, 

where he died shortly due 
to sickness. Devoted to his 
faith with life of holiness 
until his death, he was 
beatified in February 7, 
2 0 1 7 i n O s a k a w i t h 
Cardinal Angelo Amato 
p r e s i d i n g o v e r t h e 
beatification ceremony on 
behalf of Pope Francis. The 
GFGC was instrumental in 
donat ing a s tatue of 
Blessed Justus Takayama 
U k o n f r o m M a n i l a 
enshrined at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral of Tokyo.  
Just before Fr. Edwin 

gave the final blessing, it 
was announced that a 
forty-day prayer would 
begin on Ash Wednesday, 
February 17 at 9 o’clock 
in the evening as part of 
thei r Lenten spir i tual 
observance. Everyone was 
invited to offer a prayer for 
their sick loved ones and 
friends during this Lenten 
season. Moreover, it was 
a l s o announced tha t 
anyone who wishes to avail 
o f t h e s a c r amen t o f 
reconciliation or confession  
could simply get in touch

with Fr. Edwin during the 
entire season of Lent. They 
were reminded that Lenten 
season calls for repentance 
for their sins and the 
sacrament will be readily 
available to everyone.  
They could call him at the 
C a t h o l i c T o k y o 
International Center during 
the week for appointment. 

Virtual Mass commemorating  
Blessed Justus Takayama Ukon

(painting by Noel Velez)
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Community News

Following the extension of the state of 
emergency announced by Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga last January triggered by the 
increasing number of deaths arising from 
Covid-19 pandemic in Japan; the Catholic 
Church in the country had similarly adjusted 
its parish life to such declaration. Many of the 
parishes in Tokyo had cancelled their Sunday 
masses beginning last January 7 and was 
extended to March 7. Among the Church’s 
activities that were affected was the 
celebration of Ash Wednesday.  Many 
parishioners were unable to physically attend 
the Ash Wednesday Eucharistic celebration 
that was considered very dear to them as it 
marked the beginning of the Lenten season. 
Ash Wednesday traces its biblical foundation 
in the Old Testament scripture, in which 
people would don sackcloth and put ashes on 
their heads manifesting their being sinful and 
remorseful. To wear sackcloth and sit in ashes 
signified heartfelt sorrow and humility. The 
universal practice of the imposition of ashes 
on Ash Wednesday in the Western Church 
began in the 11th century.

With the consistent observance of 
social distancing during the celebration 
of the Eucharist, limited parishioners 
were only allowed to enter the Church.  
Some parishes however, despite the 
absence of the Eucharist had imposed 
ashes to the parishioners who have the 
time to come to Church.  Since many of 
the parishioners were unable to attend 
Mass for Ash Wednesday and upon their 
request, Fr. Edwin Corros has accepted 
to celebrate the Eucharist via Zoom, with 
the assistance of the core group leaders 
of the Gathering of the Filipino Groups 
and Communities. Over a hundred 
people had joined the virtual Mass. 
Some however had claimed that they 
were able to receive the ashes on their 
head outside Mass when they went to 
their parishes. Some priests were kind 
enough to sprinkle ashes on their heads 
even without the benefit of the 
Eucharist. 

Ash Wednesday virtual Mass  
for those unable to go to Church held

GFGC organizes 40 days of Prayer during Lent 

Desirous of continuing to exercise their devotional Lenten practices under the 
current new normal created by Covid-19 pandemic, the Gathering of the Filipino Groups 
and Communities (GFGC) has organized 40 Days of Prayer via Zoom commencing last 
Ash Wednesday.  The request comes from friends and relatives in need of prayer for 
healing.  Participants to the daily praying of the Rosary consider this spiritual exercise as 
the fulfillment of praying more as one of the three pillars called upon Catholics during 
the season of Lent besides fasting and doing charity.  In his homily at the virtual Mass 
after praying the Rosary, Fr. Edwin D. Corros reminded the participants to translate their 
fasting and praying into works of charity.  He said that there is no significance to our 
prayers and fasting if they do not produce any work of charity.  The praying of the 
Rosary initially had only about fifty people participating, but as the Mass was about to 
begin, the number had reached a hundred.  
Everyday, parishioners from different parts of Tokyo archdiocese as well as 

neighboring cities take turns in leading the virtual Rosary for forty days.  As the day 
passes, the Worship Committee of GFGC receives more names from friends and relatives 
asking for prayers.
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Community News

Filipinos in Kiyose held virtual Mass  
for the month of February

After the declaration of the state of emergency last January, some members of Kiyose 
Community had requested for a virtual Mass because their parish has temporarily halted 
its masses.  Responding to their request, Fr. Edwin Corros has again celebrated Mass via 
Zoom with the Filipino community last Sunday, February 7. Its next virtual Mass will be 
on the First Sunday of March at two o’clock in the afternoon while their Mass is not yet 
celebrated. The Filipino community in Kiyose is the only community that has especially 
requested for a virtual mass among some of the parishes that Fr. Edwin is serving in 
Tokyo Archdiocese. Other had temporarily stopped celebrating English masses due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  
Virtual masses has become more and more popular among many parishes as 

governments continue to prohibit public mass gathering in most countries in the world 
because of Covid-19 pandemic.  At one point, churches had been closed to public mass 
gathering last year.  Priests were even prohibited to celebrate Mass in public as the 
number of deaths arising from Covid-19 had shocked and threatened the survival of 
everyone, specifically the elderly, considered most vulnerable.  Hence, parish priests in 
Tokyo were given the prerogative to decide in celebrating Masses as some prefectures in 
Japan were declared under the state of emergency.

(Kiyose virtual Mass)

(Ash Wednesday Online Mass)

(40 Day of Prayer online)
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CTIC Keitai “Good News” 

To subscribe for CTIC Keitai “Good 
News” , you may emai l us a t 
info@ctic.jp. 
For old subscribers who are not able to 
receive their good news, kindly email 
us from your keitai to:  info@ctic.jp

Catholic Tokyo International Center 
カトリック東京国際センター 

4-6-22 Kamiosaki, Shinagawa-ku, 
Tokyo 141-0021 

Tel (03) 5759 - 1061

Virtual Stations of the Cross held

Community News

With the difficulty to gather due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Filipino community in Tokyo through the 
leadership of the core group of the Gathering of the 
Filipino Groups and Communities (GFGC) had decided 
recently to virtually assemble every Friday for the 
Stations of the Cross, instead of praying the Rosary for 
Healing, which GFGC has started last Ash Wednesday.  
Following the theme on Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Stations of the Cross had gathered sixty-seven 
participants coming not only from Tokyo archdiocese 
but also from other parts of Japan.  Being in a virtual 
prayer gathering, there were also participants who had 
connected from Korea, Dubai, and the Philippines.

T h e Stations of the Cross or also 
k n o w n as Way of the Sorrows is one of 
the favorite devotional prayers said by Catholics 
during Lenten Season. It is especially said during 
Good Friday. It traces its origin to the pilgrimage 
prayer in Jerusalem where pilgrims are made to 
walk through the very road (Via Dolorosa) that 
Jesus had walked through until reaching Mount 
Calvary.  Its goal is to assist Christians to make a 
spiritual journey contemplating on the passion and 
death of Christ. It has become so popular that most 
Catholic churches hang pictures depicting the 
fourteen stations of the important moments of 
Jesus suffer ing including his death and 
resurrection.  Filipinos in Tokyo continue to use this 
spiritual exercise in deepening their Lenten 
devotional experiences.  In some Christian 
countries, the Way of the Cross is even turned into 
dramatized play especially held during the Holy 
Week, particularly on Good Friday. 
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